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The true bridegroom (John 2: 1-11)
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In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The Lord is here, present among us.
We are gathered with the whole Church in this
moment of prayer.

Lord Jesus, you are the wine of God’s compassion.
Lord, have mercy.

You are the abundance of God’s forgiveness.
Christ, have mercy.

You are the revelation of God’s glory.
Lord, have mercy.

There was a wedding at Cana in Galilee. The
mother of Jesus was there, and Jesus and his
disciples had also been invited. When they ran out
of wine, since the wine provided for the wedding
was all finished, the mother of Jesus said to him,
“They have no wine.” Jesus said, “Woman, why turn
to me? My hour has not come yet.” His mother said
to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” There
were six stone water jars standing there, meant for
the ablutions that are customary among the Jews:
each could hold twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said
to the servants, “Fill the jars with water,” and they
filled them to the brim. “Draw some out now;

he told them, “and take it to the steward.” They

did this; they steward tasted the water and it had
turned into wine. Having no idea where it came
from - only the servants who had drawn the water
knew - the steward called the bridegroom and said,
“People generally serve the best wine first, and keep
the cheaper sort till the guests have had plenty to
drink; but you have kept the best wine till now.”

This was the first of the signs given by Jesus: it was
given at Cana in Galilee. He let his glory be seen,
and his disciples believed in him.

Weddings are usually wonderful occasions. Family
and friends come together to witness to and
celebrate a couples’ love and commitment. The
ritual is crowned with singing, dancing, eating and
drinking. It has been so for centuries. In Jewish
tradition a wedding could last for days, not hours.

It’s interesting that, in John’s Gospel, Jesus begins
his ministry in the warm and homely setting of a
village wedding in the same region in which Jesus
had grown up. Mary, Jesus and his disciples have
been invited.

Disaster strikes when the wine runs out. It’s not
hard to imagine how acutely embarrassing and
humiliating that would have been for the wedding
couple and their families. From then on the
wedding would have been remembered as, ‘the one
when the wine ran out’

Mary sees what has happened and mentions it to
Jesus but he seems reluctant to do anything about
it: ‘My hour; he says, ‘has not come yet’

In John’s Gospel, Jesus’ hour will come on the cross,
when he will reveal God as God truly is, through
the sacrifice of divine love for the world.

Mary is not put off by Jesus’ reply. Perhaps she
knows her Son better than he does himself at this
point. ‘Do whatever he tells you, she says to the
servants.

Even though his time had not yet come, Jesus acts
with kindness and compassion, saving the couple
from acute embarrassment and ensuring that the
wedding celebration can continue with plenty of
‘the best wine’

In telling this story, John is drawing on Old
Testament themes which picture God as the
‘bridegroony’ of Israel. The bond of love between
God and Israel was meant to be deep and
enduring - like a marriage. Such themes led to
the expectation that the promised Messiah would
restore this relationship.
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In Jewish tradition it was the bridegroom’s
responsibility to provide the wine for the wedding.
In John’s story it is Jesus who ends up providing an
abundance of the best wine, revealing Jesus as the

divine bridegroom, come to take Israel back as bride.

At the end of this Gospel passage, John tells us that
Jesus’ action in turning the water into wine was the
first of the signs he gave. In John’s Gospel there will
be six more. All of them to do with healing, saving,
restoring, feeding and giving life to human beings.

None are empty displays of Jesus’ power. The ‘glory’

of Jesus lies in revealing the God of love, especially
in moments of real human need. The signs show
that the power of love which comes from God is
always at the service of human beings.

We, too, are called to allow the glory of God
to shine out through us in loving, healing,
transforming words and actions.

Prayers of Intercession

For the gift of the community of the Church;
for your life at work in our lives:
We pray with thankful hearts.

For the gift of faith in our world;

for all people who live and work for justice, peace
and hope:

We pray with thankful hearts.

For the gifts of healing and of miracles;
for all caring and compassionate people,
for the many gifts given to each person
for our good and the good of all:

We pray with thankful hearts.

Lord’s Prayer

Formed by the teaching and example of Jesus,
we pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come.

Thy will be done on earth

as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread

and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

Closing Prayer

We praise you, loving God,

because you delight in us and make us your own.
As you bring forth the best fruit of our lives,
may we continue to see your glory

and believe in your work within us.

This we ask through Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Blessing

Walk gently with us, O Lord.

Accompany us with your wisdom, love and strength
as you lead us deeper into everlasting life.

Amen.
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Light and
Love in the
darkness

This resource is presented by the Carmelites of Australia & Timor-Leste at a time when many cannot gather together as we
usually do to celebrate the Eucharist. We are conscious that Christ is present not only in the Blessed Sacrament but also in
the Scriptures and in our hearts. Even when we are on our own we remain part of the Body of Christ.

In the room you decide to use for this prayer you could have a lighted candle, a crucifix and the Bible. These symbols
help keep us mindful of the sacredness of our time of prayer and can help us feel connected with our local worshipping
communities.

This text is arranged with parts for a leader and for all to pray, but the leader’s parts can be shared among those present.

As you use this prayer know that the Carmelites will be remembering in our prayer all the members of our family at this time.
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